
What is 30 Day Carryover? 
• Carryover exists to allow school districts enough time to process new applications for the

new school year while still providing students in need with free and reduced meal
benefits.

• Children who receive free or reduced meal benefits during the previous school year are
eligible for free or reduced meals up to 30 operating days into the next school year. The
carryover begins on the first operating day of school or until a new eligibility
determination is made, whichever comes first.

• 
What happens after 30 days? 

• If the household did not re-apply during the 30 day carryover, their benefits change
to paid on the 31st operating day.

• If the household reapplies after the 30 day carryover period has ended, process the
application as soon as possible.

o If the benefit is free or reduced, apply that status immediately and send a
notification letter.

o If the benefit is denied, send a letter home notifying the household of the
denial. Since they waited to apply after the 30 day carryover, their status is
already paid so there are no changes that need to be made on the
household’s eligibility.


